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✶

Introduction
It’s that time of year again! The time of year to start preparing for 
Christmas. The time of year to try to engage and inspire children 
to focus their attention on the fact that Christmas is about God 
sending his Son, Jesus, as a tiny baby, into the world to be its 
Saviour.

The four weeks before Christmas are known as the season of 
Advent. Advent means ‘coming’, so it’s the time when we prepare 
for the coming of Jesus into the world.

The weeks before Christmas soon get clogged with preparations 
for the great day, which almost the whole world recognises as 
an occasion for parties, gestures of friendship and a holiday. For 
Christians, it is a time when we can prepare our hearts and lives to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

In the Bible we read, ‘God loved the people of this world so 
much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith 
in him will have eternal life and never really die’ (John 3:16). We 
remember that God gave his greatest gift to the world in Jesus, by 
giving presents to our friends and relations. 

Nobody knows the exact date of Jesus’ birthday but Pope 
Julius I decreed, in the third century, that Christmas Day would 
be 25 December. Everyone was quite happy to agree with this, as 
midwinter was already a time of feasting and merrymaking.

Christmas literally means the Mass of Christ and is sometimes 
still written as ‘Christmass’.

How to use this book

Christmas is a family time and the preceding weeks of Advent 
offer ideal opportunities to organise family activities. Children 
especially like to feel involved, and organising just a few minutes 
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each day to gather around a crib can enrich the whole meaning 
of Christmas. 

This book offers a wealth of practical Christmassy ideas that can 
easily be used in church services, children’s groups, together time 
at home, and community events in the half-term before Christmas. 
All the ideas use easy-to-find materials and have instant appeal. 
Many can be slotted into any situation, used to illustrate the story 
of God’s plan of salvation, or just done for pure enjoyment as part 
of the exciting ‘getting ready’ time in the weeks before Christmas. 
Some use seasonal objects that are easy to find in the shops, such 
as paper chains, or things that many people will have in their 
Christmas box, such as last year’s Christmas cards.

In total, there are 80 innovative ideas—ideal for all those needing 
to inspire and resource children and adults of all ages at this busy 
time of year. Many of the ideas could become annual events, woven 
into the tradition of the church, home or local community.
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Creative ideas for the local 
community

Advent is a special time of year that stirs the imagination and 
kindles memories, a season of preparation and promise that 
culminates in the celebration of Christmas Day. Perhaps no other 
time captures the imagination quite like the run-up to Christmas, 
and many people who would not normally dream of attending a 
church service find themselves happily singing Christmas hymns 
and carols and listening to the nativity story at some point during 
the season. 

With many people also in party mode, the weeks of Advent offer 
an ideal opportunity to hold some events for people in the local 
community to enjoy.

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Posada  —

You will need:

The characters of Mary, Joseph and a donkey from a set of nativity crib 
figures

Crib figures can be made of wood or other traditional materials. 
They might be the figures normally used in your church at 
Christmas or they could be specially made for the event. Some 
communities have made extra-large or even life-size models of the 
figures: the possibilities are as great as your imagination and the 
skills and materials you have at your disposal.

An effective way of linking the traditional readings for Advent 



13

Creative ideas for the local community

with the themes of preparation, concern for others and spiritual 
readiness is by adapting the Mexican custom of the Posada. 

Posada means ‘hospitality’, ‘inn’ or ‘place of shelter’. It is an old 
custom, probably introduced into Latin America by Spanish friars. 
The ritual focuses on two of the Gospel themes for the season: 
the rejection of Joseph and Mary by the innkeepers at Bethlehem 
(representing the rejection of unpopular demands for righteous 
living) and joy at the birth of Jesus (representing the joy that comes 
from welcoming and accepting God into our lives).

Homes willing to host the nativity figures are chosen and, one 
evening early in Advent, a group of worshippers carrying figures of 
Mary, Joseph and a donkey gathers at one of the houses. 

Host families will want to decorate their homes and perhaps 
invite neighbours in. They might like to have a piñata filled with 
sweets and nuts for children to break at the end of the evening. (See 
page 126 for instructions on how to make a piñata.)

After keeping the nativity figures for one night or more 
(depending on how many families are taking part), each host family 
then takes the figures to the next house in procession. When they 
arrive at the designated house, they knock at the door of the host 
and a dialogue between the new host and the visiting guests takes 
place. The dialogue can be extended a little if required, but a basic 
script is given below.

Host: Who knocks at my door so late?
Procession: Open, please open! We need shelter for the 

night.
Host: Go away! Don’t disturb us! We don’t know you.
Procession: We have come very far. I am Joseph, and Mary is 

with me. She is going to give birth to God’s Son.
Host: Gladly, gladly we welcome you to our humble 

home. Welcome, Mary! Welcome, Joseph! 
Welcome, good pilgrims!
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Hosts pray: O God, give us grace to cast away darkness and 
put on the armour of light in this life, in which 
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that when he comes again to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to life 
immortal, through him. Amen

Bible reading: Psalm 90

Conclusion: The processional dialogue ends with the singing of a 
couple of carols of the host’s choice.

On Christmas Eve, the figures of Mary and Joseph are carried to the 
church and placed in the stable, perhaps as part of a crib service.

Alongside the wooden figures for Mary, Joseph and the donkey, 
the procession can be brought to life by inviting children to dress 
up for the event. For each host family taking part in the Posada, 
one child needs to be Mary and another Joseph. You could also 
choose someone to dress as the donkey, with a simple costume and 
a donkey mask. Other children can dress up as different people. 
Perhaps they could be people who are often rejected, or other 
characters from the Christmas story. Or perhaps it could be an 
occasion for dressing up in different national costumes to represent 
the message of Christmas going out to the world.

The Posada needs to be adapted to suit local conditions. Ensure 
that there is enough adult supervision and that members of the 
church community know they will be visited. Walk with the 
children around part of the village or town, singing carols. At the 
homes of the chosen church members, ask the children playing the 
roles of Mary and Joseph to knock on the door and ask for a room 
for the night. The church members need to act as the belligerent 
innkeepers who will reject the group. 

On Christmas Eve, the group finally arrives at the church, where 
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they are welcomed with open arms by the congregation. There can 
be a short service or a blessing of the crib (see page 109 for a sample 
liturgy). The joy of Christmas is celebrated and the children are 
welcomed again in the Christian community. The service can be 
followed by a party.

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Christmas tree festival  —

You will need:

A Christmas tree for each organisation taking part; printed materials to 
publicise the event, give details of what is required and provide a 
programme for visitors; registration cards; display cards naming the 
charities nominated for each tree; a bowl or basket for each tree; 
refreshments for the festival day itself; Christmas gifts stall (optional)

A Christmas tree festival is an excellent idea to involve the whole 
community in a bit of tree decorating. The event is not difficult to 
organise but pre-planning is needed to ensure that everything is 
decided well in advance of the event itself. Things to consider are 
listed below. 

Local businesses, schools and individuals are asked to decorate 
a Christmas tree, and the trees are all displayed in the church for 
people to come and admire. A charity is nominated for each tree by 
the decorators and visitors choose their favourites by putting a few 
small coins in a bowl or basket in front of each tree. The money is 
then donated to the charity.

To make it more than just a collection of Christmas trees, have 
refreshments available and perhaps include a sale of Christmas gifts 
and goodies. A carol service could be an added attraction.

• Decide on the date for your festival. 
• Decide the size of the trees to decorated. 
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• Order the trees from a local supplier (as early in the year as 
possible). 

• Decide whether the festival will support just one charity or 
whether each tree will be for a different charity.

• Choose a theme for your festival, or leave it up to the contributors 
to decorate their tree in a way that reflects their organisation.

In September, invite local organisations to take part in the festival. 
You will need to charge a small registration fee to cover the cost of 
the trees. In November, send out details of the times for decorating 
the trees to all participants and print a programme for visitors. In 
December, enjoy the display.

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Nativity scene festival  —

You will need:

Tables and portable or fixed display units; plain fabric sheeting or 
tablecloths; plain card or paper for labelling the displays; permanent 
marker pens; Luke 2:1–7 and Luke 2:8–20 printed out on display cards

Many people have nativity scenes that they carefully put on display 
every Christmas, and it’s surprising how many families collect 
nativity scenes from around the world. These scenes can be put to 
good use during the weeks before Christmas by having a nativity 
scene festival.

Decide on the most suitable venue, such as a side chapel in 
your church building, a church hall, a local community centre or a 
school, to hold such an event. Invite people to retrieve their nativity 
scenes from their storage place a little earlier than usual. Ensure 
that the display area is well prepared; perhaps cover all the tables 
and display units in the same plain fabric to show the scenes to 
their best advantage. 
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People may like to write a few lines about their own nativity 
scene. If so, it would be a good idea to coordinate the presentation 
by ensuring that the same paper and backing cards are used for 
them all.

Print out the familiar verses from Luke 2:1–7 (the birth of Jesus) 
and Luke 2:8–20 (the visit of the angels to the shepherds) in various 
translations, and display them around the exhibition area. If there 
are some foreign nativity scenes, the verses could be printed in the 
appropriate language (use the internet to find a website, such as 
www.biblegateway.com, that can supply a correct translation).

Take the opportunity to provide refreshments for visitors and, 
perhaps, get children and adults alike involved in a make-your-
own-nativity workshop. You could give the workshop a title, 
such as ‘DIY Nativity’. Provide art and craft materials, wipe-clean 
covering for tables and an allocated space for the finished nativities 
to be displayed.

The exhibition could be opened or closed with a crib service (see 
page 115 for a sample liturgy). After the event, it may be possible to 
encourage people who have windows that can be seen easily from 
the street to put a tree from the festival display in their window for 
everyone to see.

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Village or town nativity  —

You will need to choose the scenes you want to illustrate, select 
your characters and locations, and make the costumes and props. 
For example:

Characters 

• Isaiah (messianic prophecies) 
• Mary and the angel Gabriel (annunciation)



18

Creative Ideas for Advent and Christmas

• Mary and Joseph (nativity)
• Shepherds and angels (proclamation)
• Wise men (Epiphany)

Locations

• Church building
• Private garages or similar
• Community buildings (village or town hall or local school)

This is a way of taking the nativity story around a community. It 
works well in a small community. For example, one village with just 
54 properties, which were mostly clustered in an area surrounding 
the village green, put on such an event.

If you have a village hall, you could turn it into a ‘Nobody Inn’ 
and make refreshments continually available, such as mince pies, 
Christmas cakes, mulled wine, tea, coffee and squash.

The characters in each scene need to know their part of the story 
so that they can answer any questions. Also, a quiz for the children 
will help them make the most of their trip around the nativity. (See 
pages 25–29 for sample quiz questions.)

Identify a starting place for people to begin their journey around 
the different scenes and provide them with a map of the route. 
It may also be advisable to have stewards along the route so that 
people don’t get lost. You may also find it necessary to inform the 
local police so that any necessary traffic restrictions can be put in 
place. 

Isaiah

Choose a venue, such as a special area in the local church, for 
Isaiah to sit in splendour. Dress the character in flowing robes 
and, if possible, complete the look with an enormous grey beard. 
Write out the following Bible passages on card, so that they can be 
displayed in the area. Isaiah can also recite the prophecies to those 
who visit. 
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Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. And it 
shines upon everyone who lives in the land of darkest shadows.
ISAIAH 9:2

A child has been born for us. We have been given a son who will 
be our ruler. His names will be Wonderful Adviser and Mighty 
God, Eternal Father and Prince of Peace. His power will never 
end; peace will last for ever. He will rule David’s kingdom and 
make it grow strong. He will always rule with honesty and justice. 
The Lord All-Powerful will make certain that all of this is done.
ISAIAH 9:6–7

Like a branch that sprouts from a stump, someone from David’s 
family will some day be king. The Spirit of the Lord will be with 
him to give him understanding, wisdom, and insight. He will be 
powerful, and he will know and honour the Lord. His greatest joy 
will be to obey the Lord. This king won’t judge by appearances 
or listen to rumours. The poor and the needy will be treated with 
fairness and with justice. His word will be law everywhere in the 
land… Honesty and fairness will be his royal robes. 

Leopards will lie down with young goats, and wolves will rest 
with lambs. Calves and lions will eat together and be cared for by 
little children. Cows and bears will share the same pasture; their 
young will rest side by side. Lions and oxen will both eat straw… 
Nothing harmful will take place on the Lord’s holy mountain. Just 
as water fills the sea, the land will be filled with people who know 
and honour the Lord.
ISAIAH 11:1–7, 9

Mary and the angel Gabriel

A nearby garage could be converted into a room in a Middle 
Eastern house for the annunciation, complete with a teenage 
Mary and an angel Gabriel, both in costume. Simple props might 
include a low table with rustic bread-making items displayed 
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upon it, a cottage-style broom and a small wooden stool. The 
Bible passage could be displayed on card for visitors to read, each 
paragraph being written out on a separate piece of card so that 
there is not too much text to read at once. The Bible story could 
also be read out to those who visit, as a shared reading between 
Mary and the angel, by a third person acting as a narrator, or by 
playing it from a pre-recorded CD.

One month later God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee with a message for a virgin named Mary. She 
was engaged to Joseph from the family of King David. The angel 
greeted Mary and said, ‘You are truly blessed! The Lord is with 
you.’ 

Mary was confused by the angel’s words and wondered what 
they meant. Then the angel told Mary, ‘Don’t be afraid! God is 
pleased with you, and you will have a son. His name will be Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The 
Lord God will make him king, as his ancestor David was. He will 
rule the people of Israel for ever, and his kingdom will never end.’ 

Mary asked the angel, ‘How can this happen? I am not married!’ 
The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come down to you, 

and God’s power will come over you. So your child will be called 
the holy Son of God. Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have 
a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever 
have a baby, but in three months she will have a son. Nothing is 
impossible for God!’ 

Mary said, ‘I am the Lord’s servant! Let it happen as you have 
said.’ And the angel left her.
LUKE 1:26–38

Mary and Joseph

Another venue a little further away, such as a garage, could become 
the stable for the nativity scene. Perhaps a young couple with a new 
baby could be persuaded to act as the holy family. Props for the 
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scene could include a simple manger, fashioned from a baby’s crib, 
with bales of straw for Mary and Joseph to sit on. It is important to 
ensure that the building used is adequately heated for the health 
and comfort of the youngest member of the scene.

The Bible passage could be displayed on card for visitors to 
read. The Bible story could also be read out to those who visit, as a 
shared reading between Mary and Joseph, by a third person acting 
as a narrator, or by playing it from a pre-recorded CD.

About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of 
all the people to be listed in record books. These first records 
were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had 
to go to their own home town to be listed. So Joseph had to leave 
Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago 
Bethlehem had been King David’s home town, and Joseph went 
there because he was from David’s family. Mary was engaged to 
Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going 
to have a baby, and while they were there, she gave birth to her 
firstborn son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a 
bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn.
LUKE 2:1–7

Shepherds and angels

If the setting is rural, it may be possible to persuade a local farmer to 
bring some of his sheep to the top of a field and pen them securely 
so that some of the teenage boys can become shepherds for the 
evening. Other children could play the roles of a host of angels 
singing. Carols such as ‘While shepherds watched’, ‘Angels from 
the realms of glory’ or ‘Hark! The herald-angels sing’ would be 
suitable choices for the angels to perform, or to be played from a 
CD. If the provision of real sheep is not an option, the scene could 
be set on a village green or in a local park or playing field, with the 
sheep made out of card flats, grouped to look like a flock.

As this scene is played out in the open, ensure that it is set 
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adjacent to a source of light, or provide battery-powered lanterns to 
light the area so that the characters can be clearly seen.

The Bible passage could be displayed on card for visitors to read. 
The Bible story could also be read out to those who visit, as a shared 
reading between the shepherds and angels, by a third person acting 
as a narrator, or by playing it from a pre-recorded CD.

That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were 
guarding their sheep. All at once an angel came down to them from 
the Lord, and the brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed around 
them. The shepherds were frightened. But the angel said, ‘Don’t 
be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone 
happy. This very day in King David’s home town a Saviour was 
born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know who he is, 
because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a 
bed of hay.’ 

Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and 
joined in praising God. They said: ‘Praise God in heaven! Peace 
on earth to everyone who pleases God.’
LUKE 2:8–14

Wise men

The wise men could be located on the edge of the village, either in 
another converted garage or in a house. Props for the scene should 
include a star, placed in such a way as to indicate that the wise men 
have started their journey.

The Bible passage could be displayed on card for visitors to read, 
each paragraph being written out on a separate piece of card so that 
there is not too much text to read at once. The Bible story could 
also be read out to those who visit, as a shared reading between 
the wise men, by a third person acting as a narrator, or by playing it 
from a pre-recorded CD.
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When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod 
was king. During this time some wise men from the east came 
to Jerusalem and said, ‘Where is the child born to be king of the 
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.’ 

When King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so 
was everyone else in Jerusalem. Herod brought together the chief 
priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them, 
‘Where will the Messiah be born?’ They told him, ‘He will be born 
in Bethlehem, just as the prophet wrote, “Bethlehem in the land 
of Judea, you are very important among the towns of Judea. From 
your town will come a leader, who will be like a shepherd for my 
people Israel.”’

Herod secretly called in the wise men and asked them when 
they had first seen the star. He told them, ‘Go to Bethlehem and 
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, let me 
know. I want to go and worship him too.’

The wise men listened to what the king said and then left. And 
the star they had seen in the east went on ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. They were thrilled 
and excited to see the star.
MATTHEW 2:1–10

Once all the visitors have completed their journey around the 
nativity scenes, invite everyone (including those taking part in 
the story) to gather in the ‘Nobody Inn’ for some carol singing, 
refreshments and a retelling of the Christmas story.
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❄ ✶ ❄

—  Family Christmas quiz  —

You will need:

A sheet of questions; a score board; permanent markers; a microphone 
(optional); small prizes for the winning team and a consolation prize for 
the team that comes last (optional); refreshments

This is just like a quiz night but the questions are all related to 
Christmas and include some that the children will be able to answer.

Arrange for the quiz to take place at a suitable time for families 
rather than later in the evening, and ensure there is a good spread 
of food. Holding the event at tea-time might be a good idea. 
Refreshments can be eaten at the beginning, during an interval or at 
the end. Invite each family to contribute a certain amount to cover 
the costs and donate any excess to a Christmas charity.

Appoint a quizmaster and ensure that questions will be easily 
heard at your venue. If necessary, provide some sort of amplification.

You can choose any questions but it is a good idea to have 
about six sections, with eight questions in each section, so that the 
younger competitors don’t get bored. You will need answer sheets 
for each family and something to write with. Families can think of 
an appropriate name for their team. Teams needn’t be all from one 
family, so people who live alone can be included, but you might 
like to limit a team to six members with at least two children in 
each team. 

The sections of the quiz could include the following:

• Christmas carols
• People in the Christmas story
• Christmas food
• Literary characters from books set at Christmas time
• Events that happened on Christmas Day



25

Creative ideas for the local community

• Famous Christmas Day birthdays
• Christmas pictures

If you wish to provide a prize for the winning team and a consolation 
prize for the team that comes last, suitable choices could include 
boxes of sweets that can be shared (avoiding those that contain 
nuts), small stocking filler gifts or traditional party bag items, such 
as small pots of bubbles.

Sample Christmas quiz questions

Christmas carols

• Name eight reindeer apart from Rudolph.
(Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner, Blitzen)

• The song ‘White Christmas’ was first performed in which 1942 
film?
(Holiday Inn)

• What is the English title of the carol written in 1818 by Austrian 
priest Josef Mohr?
(Silent night)

• Which tree in the woods bears the crown? 
(Holly)

• Which carol includes the words ‘Bless all the dear children in 
your tender care’?
(Away in a manger)

• Who do we bring good tidings to?
(You and your kin)

• How many ships were sailing by?
(Three)

• Who looked out on the feast of Stephen?
(Good King Wenceslas)

• Which carol traditionally starts the service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols from King’s College, Cambridge?
(Once in royal David’s city)
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People in the Christmas story

• Who is Christmas all about?
(Jesus)

• What was the name of his mother?
(Mary)

• What was the name of her husband?
(Joseph)

• What was the name of Mary’s cousin, who was also going to 
have a baby?
(Elizabeth)

• Who told Mary and Joseph to use the stable?
(Innkeeper)

• Who did the angels tell about the birth of a baby in Bethlehem?
(Shepherds)

• Who else came to visit Jesus?
(Wise men)

• What was the name of the king who told the wise men to go 
and find the child and then bring him news so he could go and 
worship?
(Herod)

Christmas food

• What is the name of the cake traditionally eaten in Italy at 
Christmas?
(Panettone)

• What is the popular name of the little baked sausages wrapped 
in rashers of streaky bacon?
(Pigs in blankets)

• Traditionally eaten in Germany, what sort of food is Stollen?
(Cake)

• Which vegetable is often included in the ingredients of a 
Christmas pudding?
(Carrot)
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• Yorkshire man William Strickland is believed to have brought the 
first of these to Britain from North America in 1526.
(Turkey)

• Which nuts are traditionally served with Christmas dinner?
(Chestnuts)

• What is the name of the fruit sauce that traditionally accompanies 
the Christmas turkey?
(Cranberry sauce)

• Which country celebrates on Christmas Eve with a meal of 
twelve courses to represent the twelve apostles?
(Poland)

Literary characters

• In Charles Dickens’ novel A Christmas Carol, who was Scrooge’s 
dead business partner?
(Jacob Marley)

• Who are the four ghosts in A Christmas Carol?
(Christmas Past, Christmas Present, Christmas Yet to Come, Jacob 
Marley)

• Which Dr Zeuss character steals Christmas?
(The Grinch)

• Which young lady said, ‘Christmas won’t be Christmas without 
any presents’?
(Jo in Little Women)

• Which Dickensian character goes skating on Christmas Day and 
falls through the ice?
(Mr Pickwick)

• Which animal carol singers visit Mole in The Wind in the Willows?
(Mice)

• Which poet wrote a play called Nativity?
(John Donne)
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Events that happened at Christmas 

• In which year was there a Christmas truce when British and 
German troops stopped fighting and sang carols?
(1914)

• When was the first royal Christmas Day broadcast?
(1932)

• Which British monarch made the first broadcast?
(George V)

• When was the monarch’s Christmas Day speech first televised?
(1957)

• Which river did George Washington cross on Christmas night, 
1776, during the American Revolutionary War?
(Delaware)

• The Christmas period of 1813–14 saw the last what in London?
(Christmas Fair on a frozen River Thames)

• Which diarist noted on Christmas Day 1662, ‘Had a pleasant 
walk to White Hall, where I intended to receive communion 
with the family, but I have come too late…’?
(Samuel Pepys)

• When was the first Christmas card sent?
(1843)

• William the Conqueror was crowned at Westminster Abbey on 
Christmas Day in which year?
(1066)

Famous Christmas Day birthdays

• This famous scientist and mathematician was born in 1642.
(Sir Isaac Newton)

• This famous hotelier was born in 1887.
(Conrad Hilton)

• Which Pope was born on Christmas Day in 1717?
(Pope Pius VI)
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• This female singer from Scotland was born in 1954.
(Annie Lennox)

• On Christmas Day in which year was Kenny Everett born?
(1944)

• Which famous model was born on Christmas day in 1968?
(Helena Christensen)

• Which Egyptian president was born on Christmas Day in 1918?
(Muhammad Anwar Al Sadat)

• Humphrey Bogart was born on Christmas Day in which year?
(1899)

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Christingle service  —

You will need:

Christingle service sheets (see link below); small oranges; cocktail 
sticks; selection of small sweets and raisins; lengths of narrow red 
ribbon; small white candles; circles of white card; refreshments

If your community doesn’t hold a Christingle service, it might 
be a good idea to arrange one. Christingle services can be held at 
any time from Advent Sunday until Candlemas, which falls on 2 
February, or the Sunday nearest to that date. 

All the information and ideas you need can be found on the 
Children’s Society website: www.childrenssociety.org.uk. 

The service is best held at a time of day when families with small 
children can easily be present. On a winter’s afternoon, the service 
is very effective if darkness is falling as the candles are lit. After the 
service, you may wish to provide an opportunity for refreshments, 
with space for people to meet each other, linger a while and chat.



30

Creative Ideas for Advent and Christmas

Health and safety

Candles that are lit are an obvious safety hazard, so care must be 
taken to ensure that no one gets burned. Check that first aid and 
fire extinguishing equipment are available and that fire exits are 
clearly marked. Make sure there are some adult helpers who will 
keep a watchful eye on potential problems.

Glow candles are now available as an alternative to candle flames, 
and these can be viewed on the website www.glow-candles.com. 

❄ ✶ ❄

—  Mummers’ play  —

You will need:

Copies of the script below; stage setting, props and costumes as available

Mummers’ plays are among England’s oldest Christmas traditions 
and are best described as early pantomime. In the plays, which are 
based loosely on the legend of George and the dragon, people dress 
up and act out the fight between darkness and light.

A Mummers’ play is something that a whole community could 
work on, including references that are relevant only to the people 
who live there. Below is the outline of a play that can easily be 
enhanced and embellished to suit any community.

Have fun!

Cast

• Bold knight, dressed in black
• Sir George, dressed in white
• Doctor, dressed in green
• Father Christmas, dressed in red and white
• Little Jack, dressed in any colour

Reproduced with permission from Creative Ideas for Advent and Christmas published by BRF 2011 (978 1 84101 856 0)  www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk
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Little Jack: In come I, little Johnny Jack. 
I see the winter has come back, 
But rain or snow won’t keep me away, 
I’ve come to see your mummers’ play. 
Ladies and gentlemen, give what you please, 
Give it to old Father Chrissymas, please.

Father Christmas: In come I, Old Father Christmas, 
Welcome or welcome not, 
I hope old Father Christmas 
Will never be forgot! 
Although we’ve got but a short time to stay, 
We’ve come to show you a jolly old play. 
In comes our hero dressed in white, 
He’s bold Sir George,  
yes, George the knight.

Sir George: In come I, St George the bold, 
Oh, I say, this country’s cold. 
I’ve been away to warmer lands, 
Fighting a dragon with my hands. 
I at last brought him to slaughter 
And now I’ll marry the king’s fair daughter.

Bold knight: In come I. the big bold knight, 
I’ve nothing to do so I fancied a fight. 
I’ll fight St George,  
he’s supposed to be strong, 
But between you and me, he won’t live long!

Reproduced with permission from Creative Ideas for Advent and Christmas published by BRF 2011 (978 1 84101 856 0)  www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk
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St George and the Bold Knight take out wooden swords and 
fight. The Bold Knight wins. St George falls to the ground. The 
audience shouts, ‘Aaaah!’

Doctor: In come I, the good doctor Grub, 
I’ll wake Sir George with my strong club.

The Doctor pretends to bash George with a mallet, but actually 
hits the ground to make a loud thud.

Doctor: I’ll sprinkle him with lots of water 
To make him fit for the king’s dear daughter. 
I’ll put some powder on his head. 
Rise up, Sir George, you’re no longer dead.

Cheers from the audience.

Father Christmas
and Little Jack: Hurray! Hurray! Our play is done, 

Bold Knight has lost, Sir George has won, 
We can no longer wait around here, 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Reproduced with permission from Creative Ideas for Advent and Christmas published by BRF 2011 (978 1 84101 856 0)  www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk




