........

| f £ i
2 = 5
et by ' i.-;'. 4 ; S =g
2 P & Y W’ e 2 S-S ~ C &
; 2 % : - ,! || = T r e
. # - L L E
T o 4 =

' z - = _'- i o
| gll=. e I | L
g

- ' ) l’_f ....

-y

Steve Brady

owards
Jerusalem

A pilgrim’s regress and progress
to God’s Holy City

. BRF Lent Book




Steve Brady

r I Vowards
Jerusalem
A pilgrim’s regress and progress
to God’s Holy City

BRF


https://www.brf.org.uk/

The Bible Reading Fellowship
15 The Chambers, Vineyard
Abingdon OX14 3FE

brf.org.uk

The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) is a Registered Charity (233280)

ISBN 978 0 85746 560 3
First published 2017
109876543210
All rights reserved

Text © Steve Brady 2017
This edition © The Bible Reading Fellowship 2017
Coverimage © Shutterstock

The author asserts the moral right to be identified as the author of this work

Acknowledgements

Unless otherwise stated, scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible,
New International Version (Anglicised edition) copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica. Used by permission of Hodder & Stoughton Publishers, an Hachette
UK company. All rights reserved. ‘NIV’ is a registered trademark of Biblica. UK
trademark number 1448790.

Scripture quotations from The Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright
© 1946, 1952, 1971 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Extracts from the Authorised Version of the Bible (The King James Bible), the
rights in which are vested in the Crown, are reproduced by permission of the
Crown’s Patentee, Cambridge University Press.

Scripture quotations taken from the New English Bible, copyright © Cambridge
University Press and Oxford University Press 1961, 1970. All rights reserved.

Every effort has been made to trace and contact copyright owners for material
used in this resource. We apologise for any inadvertent omissions or errors, and
would ask those concerned to contact us so that full acknowledgement can be
made in the future.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CRO 4YY


https://www.brf.org.uk/

Dedicated to the memory of my parents, ‘Our Jim’ (1918-2003),
an ex-PoW and Liverpool bus driver, and ‘Big Ede’ (1923-2017),
a woman of immense vitality and industry, who sadly departed
this life as this book was nearing completion. Two remarkable
people, married for over 50 years, who were generous to a
fault, and enriched many - especially their family - by their
unconditional love.



Contents

INErOdUCHION....uiiiiiiiiiiiittncccr e 7
Ash Wednesday: TemMpPtations .......cceeveeveereeeinieenieenineeseresieeseeneeens 9
Thursday: Blessed are the balanced........ccocoovvverivenneincccnieenne, 12
Friday: The ultimate mission statement..........ccoeeevveverrvereeneerennens 15
Saturday: Runners and spectators........cocceeverenienieienenenenienieeeeenes 19
Week 1: Seeking a city: unfamiliar people and places..........ccocueevuunees 23
Sunday: From a garden t0 @ City.....ceceveeverereeneenieenieeseneeneeseeneees 24
Monday: Superheroes or Villains? .......cocevevevevieieienienenenenieseeenens 27
Tuesday: Human potential and its hubris ......ccccceeveveveniinenenieieene 30
Wednesday: A saved soul and a wasted life .....ccccceveeveeenenienienenenne. 34
Thursday: A place for tears .......ccvevvevevieineenreee s 37
Friday: Mid-life CriSiS .....coeverieirieirireieetee et 41
Saturday: Eisodus comes before eXxodus.........ccveevieenrenenienenieennns 45
Week 2: Finding a home: undulating experiences of God ..........c........ 49
Sunday: Everybody needs good neighbours..........cccocevevenenieeenenne. 50
Monday: Upwardly Mobile ......c.ccevvireninenenieieieeseseseeneeeeeenenn 53
Tuesday: The ideal home ShOW ......c.cocvveririnienieicccseeee 56
Wednesday: Strong foundations...........cceeveueenenininecennneeeceenes 59
Thursday: Life in Perspective .......ccceveeeeeeieeeeseriseeseeseesieeeevenes 61
Friday: Peace in the City ...ccoevecieieieireeesieseeeeeeeeesese e 64
Saturday: Troubled Waters ........coeevieeeieeseseeeeeeeese e 68
Week 3: Rebuilding a ruin: unpromising situations .........cccccceveenucnne 71
SUNAAY: PrayiNg ...ccueeeveirieirieinieinieienteieeeieesseeste e s sesessesessesasseneses 73
Monday: INFUENCING ...eevvveiieiieeceee e 77

Tuesday: OFZaNISING ....cceeveereeerirrererreerieereeeseeeeeeseeeseseesesessesesesenes 80



Wednesday: COPING ...ccceevereireireereereeereenreente et reseeaesesnenes 83

Thursday: RECHTYING ...ccvivirieieiinieecctr s 86
Friday: COMPLeting......ccoeevirerireneicee e 89
Saturday: RefOrming......coccivrieiinireeeeeee e 93
Week 4: Creating communities of faith: unpredictable churches......... 97
Sunday: Sound Street Abbey — EPhesus.........cccoverieerreninienenieeniene. 99
Monday: Crown Close Cathedral - Smyrna......ccoceceveeveenirencnnene. 102
Tuesday: Martyr’s Memorial Church - Pergamum .........ccccceevvvennee 105
Wednesday: Loose Lane Fellowship - Thyatira........ccccoceveeerervennnnne 108
Thursday: Cemetery Junction Church - Sardis........ccccecvvveverenrenennne 111
Friday: Main Road Assembly - Philadelphia........ccccevevveneneninnenenne 114
Saturday: Cool Court Chapel - LaodiCa.....ccevveveeererenenienieieennns 117

Week 5: Approaching Jerusalem: unexpected heroes and villains ... 121

Sunday: A short-sighted trio.........coeoveneenninnenceeeeeee 123
Monday: SAMaArItANS .....ccevierieieeeeeeeere et e et saesa e ereene 126
Tuesday: A midnight caller ... 129
Wednesday: AMAazing gracCe........covueueererereruereueerenesuereneenessesesenenenes 132
Thursday: FUUIe SNOCK .......ccceveirieirieiriecriecieeteeeeeee e 136
Friday: Open all hours? ..o 140
Saturday: What’s so dangerous about grace?........cccecveververerveennne 143
Week 6: Redeeming the world: the unrecognised builder ................ 147
Palm Sunday: Crossing the Rubicon .......cccccevevevnccincinecneccnenes 149
Monday: Givers and takers ......c.cceeeererenenenieieeeesesesesseseeeeeene 152
Tuesday: Back to the future.......ccevveeieeeseeeeee e 155
Wednesday: Red-letter day ......oecveeeenenenienienieiceceseseseeeeene 159
Maundy Thursday: GEthSEmMaNe .......coeevevierieieieeeeeesee e 162
Good Friday: A dying thief, a living hope ......ccevvevnieiniiiieieens 165
Holy Saturday: Dead and SONE?.......cccoeevrvererieenieineerenieeenieeeeienes 168
Easter Day: The short walk to freedom .......cccoevvveeenieinveninecnene, 171
Epilogue: Easter Monday: Our man in heaven .......ccccoeevvuveiirniiinnnes 175



Introduction

| love the countryside. But by birth and temperament I’'m a city
dweller. This last century particularly has witnessed the astonishing
growth of cities, in particular huge metropolises of millions of
people, squeezed into ghettoes, housing estates and high-rise
apartments. One city, however, has a unique profile. From ancient
times, Jerusalem, or Zion, has not only been a location on a map
of the Middle East, but a well-worn metaphor for human aspiration
and desire, of conflict and pain. Who is unaware that the present
city of Jerusalem is the very centre of controversy for Jew and Arab,
Israeli and Palestinian? Christian hymns may still fulminate about
‘Jerusalem the golden’ and ‘Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion
city of our God’, but the fact is that Jerusalem is to many people a
synonym for pain, division and injustice - a veritable political and
religious hot potato.

Whatever huge differences and difficulties exist between Jews,
Christians and Muslims, all three share a common belief that
Jerusalem, literally and metaphorically, is anything but a footnote
on the page of world events; it is most definitely part of the main
text of human history and destiny. Indeed, Jerusalem has a long
and chequered history, both instructive and fascinating. But that
cannot detain us here. For the intention of these meditations is not
to address all the attendant questions that arise when Jerusalem is
mentioned, but far more modestly to ask what has Jerusalem, and
the metaphors and similes it suggests, alongside other cities we’ll
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mention these next few weeks, to do with the life of faith and the
Lenten road to Easter.

Towards Jerusalem is the title of a book of devotional poems by
Amy Carmichael, which I first encountered over 40 years ago.! Her
insights into the spiritual life are so often profound and challenging,
and have called me to progress when | was thinking of regress, hence
the subtitle of this book, A pilgrim’s regress and progress to God’s
Holy City. Paul McCartney, of the Beatles, sang about ‘the long and
winding road’. The journey on the road that leads to the city of God,
as | hope we will discover as we walk with the Master these weeks,
may also be experienced as a journey to freedom. How? Because on
the pilgrim’s way, we may be joined by the one who ‘resolutely set
out for Jerusalem’ to redeem us (Luke 9:51). Jesus now invites us to
walk with him, through cross and resurrection, to eternal life in the
city of God. May we sense afresh that ‘Jesus himself came up and
walked along’ with us (Luke 24:15).



Ash Wednesday

Temptations

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights,
he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, ‘If you are
the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.

Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man shall not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand
on the highest point of the temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,
he said, ‘throw yourself down. For it is written:

“He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”

Jesus answered him, ‘It is also written: “Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.”’

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendour. ‘All this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow
down and worship me.

Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan! For it is written:
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”’

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
MATTHEW 4:1-11

Traditionally, 1 March is a great day for the Welsh, being St David’s
Day, the day of their patron saint. In 2017, it coincided with Ash
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Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent and is often
overlooked by the media. However, the Scottish MP Carol Monaghan
caused a media stir that day at a House of Commons select
committee. A practising Catholic, she appeared with a cross etched
in ash upon her forehead, a traditional symbol for Ash Wednesday.
Although many people didn’t know what it meant, one member of
the committee asked her about it, as the session was going to be
broadcast. ‘I think they just thought | didn’t want to be embarrassed
- but | was not going to rub it off, she said. It raises the interesting
debate of visible religious symbols and devotional practices,
whether Christian or other, in the public square, which won’t detain
us here. Not all Christians observe either Ash Wednesday or Lent. For
example, the Eastern Orthodox Church observes Lent, but marks its
beginning with Clean Monday. So why Ash Wednesday? Why not start
Lent on, for example, a Thursday? The reason is that it is exactly forty
days before Easter Sunday, not counting the intervening Sundays.
Hence itis always a Wednesday.

More importantly, what is the significance and purpose of Lent?
During Lent, the Anglican Church’s calendar directs its readers to
Christ’s temptations, his 40 days of fasting and temptation in the
desert. At one level, reading this account, we might conclude that
the big lesson is that temptations and trials can come in a variety of
ways, but Jesus overcame them and so may we, especially if we fast
and pray. There is certainly some truth in that application. Indeed,
one of my friends, facing massive problems with his daughter’s drug
abuse, embarked on a 40-day fast for her salvation and recovery. She
is now happily married and walking with God.

But there’s more in this narrative, of course. It tells us something
about what has been called ‘the fair face of evil’. For example, the
devil’s suggestion of a ‘stones into bread’ trick would certainly
make Jesus a hit with the crowd, as it did in his subsequent ministry
when, having fed the 5,000, they sought to make him king, although
he deliberately withdrew from them (John 6:15). But if Jesus was
diverted into delivering bread for this world, how could he deliver
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‘the Bread of Life’ for the next? The second temptation calls for
another display of power, and to become perhaps a celebrated
ancient illusionist, equivalent to the likes of Harry Houdini or the
more contemporary David Blaine or Dynamo. It’s always possible
to draw a crowd by tricks, but keeping them for the more serious
business of heaven is altogether different. The third temptation is
the ultimate celebrity prize; it is what every strongman down the
ages has craved - world domination! And how appealing to take the
broad road to success and avoid the narrow road of pain, rejection,
suffering and death on a cross. It is possible to ‘gain the whole world’
by illegitimate means and in the process forfeit one’s own soul (Mark
8:36). By the way, by what right did the devil offer ‘all the kingdoms
of the world’ (v. 8), when ‘The earth is the Lord’s... the world, and all
who live in it’ (Psalm 24:1)?

Like Ash Wednesday, Lent is not mentioned in the Bible, so scripture
neither forbids nor enjoins its practice. Accordingly, Christians can
prayerfully decide on how or whether to use this 40-day period.
For example, Prime Minister Theresa May, a vicar’s daughter and
practising Christian, confessed that she had given up crisps for Lent
in 2017. Others, like MP Carol Monaghan, may decide to have the
sign of a cross on their forehead. More importantly, since Lent offers
a specific period for self-examination, self-denial and the forsaking
of our sinful habits, it is also a reminder that repenting of our sins
and identifying with Christ is not only for 40-odd days a year. The
Olympic marathon runner and gold medallist at the 1969 European
Championships and 1970 Commonwealth Games, Ron Hill, has run
at least one mile every day. Between 20 December 1964 and the
end of January 2017, when he had to miss a day, he had clocked up,
by my estimate, some 19,032 consecutive days of running at least
a mile. So, we begin and continue this Lent our journey Towards
Jerusalem. My prayer is that whatever these next 40-plus days may
hold, there will be more progress than regress that will keep us going
every day, long after Lent, as Easter people, denying ourselves,
taking up our cross and following the crucified one.
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God has an agenda for cities. Steve Brady is convinced of it. The Bible
is full of significant cities and the biblical story is full of imagery of
cities - culminating in the Holy City, birthed in and through his people.
Towards Jerusalem is a unique Lent book, a call to live for a vision
bigger than ourselves, marching to a different drumbeat towards
‘Zion’, God’s new Jerusalem, and all that this means in transformative
terms for today’s Christian believer.

Steve Brady was born in Liverpool. He has been in full-time Christian
ministry for over 40 years, is Principal of Moorlands College, holds a
PhD in theology, and serves as a trustee of the Keswick Convention.
He has authored several books, including BRF’s Advent title The
Incredible Journey: Christmas from Genesis to Jesus. He is married to
Brenda, and they have two children and four grandchildren.
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