
My 
First 
Bible

Leena Lane and
 Gillian Chapman



God’s promise to Abraham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41
Rebecca’s kindness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42
Isaac and Rebecca have twins .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44
Jacob and Esau  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
Joseph and his brothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48
Joseph’s new coat .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51
Joseph’s dreams .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52
Joseph is sold as a slave  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54
Joseph understands dreams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56
Joseph helps Pharaoh .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58
Together again  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60
The baby in the basket  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62
Moses runs away  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64
The burning bush  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66
The plagues of Egypt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68
The Passover feast  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70
Moses crosses the Red Sea .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72

Contents
Old Testament
In the beginning  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16
God made the plants and trees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17
God made the fish and animals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
Adam and Eve  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21
Adam and Eve break the rules  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
Noah and his family  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
Noah builds the ark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26
The animals enter the ark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29
Storing food  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30
Here comes the flood!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32
Inside the ark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35
The promise of the rainbow  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36
The tower of Babel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38



Food in the desert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74
God gives the Ten Commandments .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76
The tabernacle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78
Joshua becomes a leader  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 80
Joshua and the walls of Jericho  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 83
Gideon’s victory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 85
The strength of Samson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 87
Ruth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90
Samuel listens to God  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 92
David the shepherd boy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 94
David plays for King Saul  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96
David and Goliath  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 98
David is made king .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100
Solomon’s wisdom .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .102
King Solomon builds the Temple  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .104
Elijah and King Ahab  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 106
Elijah and the ravens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 108

Elijah and the widow  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 110
Elijah and the prophets of Baal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 112
The contest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 114
Elijah hears God speak  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 116
The death of Elijah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 118
Elisha heals Naaman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .120
Daniel in a strange land  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 122
The king’s dream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 124
The fiery furnace  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .126
Thrown to the lions!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .128
Jonah runs away from God  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .130
Jonah and the big fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 132



The New Testament
Mary meets an angel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .136
The journey to Bethlehem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .138
No room at the inn .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .140
Jesus is born  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 142
Angels visit the shepherds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 144
The shepherds visit Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .146
Wise men see a new star .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .148
Following the star  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 151
Jesus at the Temple  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 152
Gifts for the baby king  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 154
Jesus goes missing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .156
Jesus is baptised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .158
Jesus in the wilderness  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 160
The wedding at Cana  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .162
Jesus calls the disciples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .164

Jesus makes a man walk again  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 166
Jesus and the tax collector  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 168
The wise and foolish builders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 170
The soldier’s servant .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .172
The sower .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .174
The hidden treasure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 177
Jesus calms the storm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 178
Jairus’ daughter is brought back to life  .  . 180
Jesus feeds five thousand people  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .182
The good Samaritan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .184
The man with the barns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 186
Jesus walks on the water  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 189
The lost sheep  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 190
The prodigal son .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .192
The rich young man  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .194
The man with leprosy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 196
Jesus blesses children .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 198



Jesus makes a blind man see .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 200
Zacchaeus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 202
The wise and foolish girls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 204
The widow’s pennies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 206
Lazarus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 208
A welcome for the king .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .210
Jesus in the Temple  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .212
Mary’s gift to Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .214
Judas betrays Jesus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .216
Jesus washes his friends’ feet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .218
The Last Supper  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 220
Gethsemane .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 225
Jesus is arrested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 226
Peter pretends not to know Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  . 228
Jesus is taken to Pilate  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 230
Jesus dies on a cross  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 232
The women find the tomb empty  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 235

“Jesus is alive!” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 236
The amazing catch of fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 238
Breakfast on the beach  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .241
Jesus returns to heaven  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 242
The Holy Spirit comes to the believers  .  .  . 244
Peter speaks about Jesus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 246
Where to find the stories in the Bible  .  .  . 248



The Old 
Testament



17

God made the plants  
and trees
The Earth looked brown and bare .  

So God made plants and trees to grow 
on the land . He made tall trees with bark 
and branches, leaves, berries and cones . He 
made small bushes, shrubs, the prickly 
cactus and hairy coconuts .  

God saw what he had made 
and thought that it was good .

In the beginning
A very, very long time ago, at the beginning 
of time, God made the world .

God made the light and the darkness .
God made huge, tall mountains .
God made deep blue seas and oceans .
God made the round Earth to spin, the 

fiery Sun to shine, and the silvery Moon to 
glow . God made twinkling stars and 
mysterious planets .

16
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God made animals of every 
kind: tall and short, prickly 
and furry, striped and 
spotted and patterned . 
They roamed freely and 
ate the lush, green 
grass and plants .

God made the fish  
and animals
God filled the seas and oceans with slippery, 
shiny fish, spouting whales and squiggly 
octopuses .

God filled the sky above with 
beautiful birds: the great eagle which 
soared up to the mountain tops, the 
bright kingfisher which darted near 
the water . Their songs filled the 
land: tweeting, cawing and trilling .



Adam and Eve
“Now I will make people,” said God .

God made Adam and Eve – a 
man and a woman . They could think 
and feel and love . God wanted them 
to be his friends . He asked them to 
look after the animals .

God made a beautiful garden for 
them to live in called Eden . God was 
pleased with everything he had made . 
It was very good .
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So Eve took the fruit 
and had a bite . Then she 
gave some to Adam . He 

tried it too . Adam and Eve 
had broken God’s rules .

God was very angry and sent 
them out of the garden of Eden for 
ever .

Adam and Eve  
break the rules

God told Adam, “You may 
eat the fruit from any 
tree in the garden, except 
from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and bad . 
If you eat that tree’s fruit, you 
will die .”

But the serpent said to Eve, 
“You won’t really die, you know . 
Have a taste . It’s good!”



252 253

Barnabas for Children® is a registered device mark of 
The Bible Reading Fellowship

Published by
The Bible Reading Fellowship
15 The Chambers, Vineyard
Abingdon, OX14 3FE
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)1865 319700
Email: enquiries@brf.org.uk
Website: www.brf.org.uk
BRF is a Registered Charity

ISBN 978 1 84101 530 9

First edition 2005, sixth reprint 2011 

Copyright © 2005 Anno Domini Publishing 
www.ad-publishing.com

Bible stories copyright © 2005 Anno Domini Publishing Services, Leena Lane 
Illustrations copyright © 2005 Gillian Chapman 

Publishing Director Annette Reynolds  Art Director Gerald Rogers 
Pre-production Krystyna Hewitt  Production John Laister 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data.
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.  
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, transmitted recording or any information 
storage and retrieval system, without either prior permission in writing from the publisher or a 
licence permitting restricted copying. In the United Kingdom such licences are issued by the 
Publishers Licensing Society Ltd, 90 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P 9HE.

Printed and bound in China  

Gethsemane  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Matthew 26:36-41
Jesus is arrested . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 26:47-57
Peter pretends not to know Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 26:69-75
Jesus is taken to Pilate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark 15:1-20
Jesus dies on a cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark 15:22-37
The women find the tomb empty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke 24:1-3
“Jesus is alive!”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luke 24:4-8
The amazing catch of fish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 21:1-6
Breakfast on the beach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 21:7-14
Jesus returns to heaven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 1:4-11
The Holy Spirit comes to the believers  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acts 2:1-6
Peter speaks about Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 2:22-42


